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"S u rp rised  b y  Jo y " : C . 
S . L ew is ' C h an g in g  A ttitu d es
Tow ard W om en b y  M a r g a r e t  H a n n a y
C. S . LEWIS’ BIOGRAPHERS c o n c e d e  t h a t  "T hough L e w is ’ a t t i ­
tu d e  w as t o  a l t e r  c o n s i d e r a b l y  a f t e r  h i s  m a r r i a g e ,  i t  
i s  p r o b a b ly  t r u e ,  a s  Owen B a r f i e l d  s a i d  i n  a  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  
New Y ork C. S . L ew is S o c i e t y  i n  1 9 7 2 , t h a t  L ew is c o u ld  p r o p ­
e r l y  b e  c a l l e d  a  m is o g y n i s t  on  a t  l e a s t  t h e  ’ t h e o r e t i c a l  
l e v e l ’ , th o u g h  d e c i d e d l y  n o t  so  i n  h i s  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  
w i th  i n d i v i d u a l  w o m en ."1 I t  i s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  t o  
docum ent t h a t  t h e  o b v io u s  " t h e o r e t i c a l  m iso g y n y "  o f  L e w is ' 
e a r l i e r  w orks d id  in d e e d  c h a n g e , p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  h e  
e n c o u n te r e d  J o y  D av idm an .
L ew is h a s  em erg ed  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o st p ro m in e n t  sp o k esm en  
f o r  t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  e v a n g e l i c a l  t h o u g h t .  " S t .  C l i v e " ,  a s  
h e  was a f f e c t i o n a l l y  c a l l e d  i n  my u n d e r g r a d u a te  d a y s ,  i s  
c i t e d  a s  an  a u t h o r i t y  on  a lm o s t  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  C h r i s t i a n  
l i f e  an d  d o c t r i n e ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  " p l a c e "  o f  
women. The m ore L e w is ' w o rk s a r e  u s e d  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  i d e a  
o f  t h e  d o m in a t io n  o f  men an d  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  o f  women, t h e  
l e s s  a t t r a c t i v e  t h e s e  w orks becom e t o  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t  C h r i s ­
t i a n  men an d  women who a r e  i n t e n s e l y  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  a r t i c u ­
l a t i n g  an  i d e a l  o f  " t h e  g o d ly  woman" w h ich  i s  b a s e d  on 
S c r i p t u r e  r a t h e r  t h a n  on  t r a d i t i o n .  T h is  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
d i s t r e s s i n g  s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  s o  few  n o v e l s  w r i t t e n  f ro m  a  
C h r i s t i a n  p e r s p e c t i v e  w h ic h  r e p a y  s e r i o u s  c r i t i c a l  a t t e n ­
t i o n ;  L e w is ' d o . T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  m a t t e r s  t h a t  t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  
G reen  L ady d e s c e n d s  i n t o  ig n o r a n c e  t o  p r o v id e  a  f o i l  f o r  t h e  
K in g 's  w isdom . Few C h r i s t i a n  b o o k s  f o r  C h i ld r e n  m e r i t  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  g iv e n  t o  t h e  N a rn ia n  C h r o n ic l e s :  
T he L a s t B a t t l e  f u l l y  d e s e r v e d  t h e  C a rn e g ie  M edal i t  
r e c e i v e d .  T he N a rn ia n  b o o k s  d e a l  w i th  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i s s u e  
o f  s i n  a n d  r e d e m p t io n ,  o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  v a l o u r  i n  t h e  s t r u g ­
g l e  a g a i n s t  e v i l ,  a n d  o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  c o m b a t t in g  h y p o c ­
r i s y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  m a t t e r s  t h a t  y o ung  g i r l s  s e e  M rs . B ea­
v e r  i n  T h e  L io n , th e  W itc h , a n d  th e  W ardrobe  commended f o r  
h e r  f u s s y  d o m e s t i c i t y ,  w h i le  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e s  a r e  g iv e n  
t o  t h e  P e v e n s ie  b o y s .  L e w is ' l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  h a s  s i g n i f ­
i c a n t l y  a f f e c t e d  t h e  way i n  w h ich  su c h  g r e a t  C h r i s t i a n  w r i t ­
e r s  a s  M i l to n  an d  S p e n s e r  a r e  r e a d ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  m a t t e r s  t o  
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  s c h o l a r  t h a t  t h e  w ords " m a s c u l in e "  an d  " v i r ­
i l e "  a p p e a r  so  o f t e n  a s  e u l o g i s t i c  a d j e c t i v e s ,  w i th  t h e  
o b v io u s  i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  " f e m in in e "  i s  a  d y s l o g i s t i c  te r m . 
( " F e m in in e "  i s  n e v e r  u s e d  e u l o g i s t i c a l l y  b y  L e w is , e v e n  i n  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  women a u t h o r s . )
L e w is ' a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  women i s  im p o r t a n t  p r e c i s e l y  
b e c a u s e  h i s  w ork i s  so  g o o d . C h r i s t i a n  p a r e n t s ,  a n x io u s  to  
h a v e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  r e a d  s o m e th in g  "g o o d  f o r  th em " g iv e  them  
t h e  N a rn ia n  C h r o n i c l e s ,  w h ich  a r e  good  f o r  th e m , b o th  good 
fu n  and  goo d  d o c t r i n e .  C h r i s t i a n  a d u l t s  s e e k in g  c o n s t r u c ­
t i v e  l e i s u r e  r e a d i n g ,  an d  n o n - C h r i s t i a n s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s p a c e  
f a n t a s i e s  a r e  e n t r a n c e d  b y  L e w is ' i n t e r p l a n e t a r y  t r i l o g y ,  
w h ich  f o l lo w s  t h e  m e d ie v a l  a d a g e  o f  " t e a c h i n g  b y  d e l i g h t . "  
T he s c h o l a r  s t u d y in g  M i l to n ,  S p e n s e r ,  o r  m e d ie v a l  a l l e g o r y  
f i n d s  i n  L ew is a  b a la n c e d  an d  p r o f o u n d ly  C h r i s t i a n  c r i t i c a l  
t h e o r y  an d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  B ut t h e  p a r e n t  h a n d in g  o u t  N a r­
n i a n  b o o k s ,  t h e  a d u l t  r e a d in g  t h e  s p a c e  t r i l o g y ,  an d  t h e  
s c h o l a r  s t u d y in g  T he A lle g o r y  o f  L o v e  n e e d  t o  b e  a w a re  o f  
L e w is ' b a c k g ro u n d  so  t h a t  th e y  c a n  s e p a r a t e  w h a t i s  so u n d  
d o c t r i n e  fro m  w h a t i s  p e r s o n a l  p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  women.
S t e l l a  G ib b o n s , w r i t i n g  i n  L ig h t  on  C. S . L e w is  i n  1 9 6 5 , 
was p r o b a b ly  t h e  f i r s t  t o  a r t i c u l a t e  t h a t  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  
women w h ich  u n d e r l i e s  L e w is ' f i c t i o n .  S he s a y s  s h e  r e c e i v e s  
fro m  t h e  n o v e l s  " a n  im p r e s s io n  t h a t  L ew is d i s a p p r o v e d  o f  
w o m e n .. .o f  som e women; women who h a v e  e n t e r e d  r a t h e r  b o l d l y  
i n t o  t h e  w o r ld  t h a t  men h a v e  r e s e r v e d  f o r  th e m s e lv e s .  The
1 R oger L a n ce ly n  G reen and W a lter  H ooper, C. S . L e w is :  A
B io g ra p h y  (London: C o l l i n s ,  1 9 7 4 ) , p .  2 1 4 .
d o m e s t i c a te d ,  f u s s y ,  k in d  woman g e t s  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  p a t  on 
h e r  l i t t l e  h e a d — (M rs. B e a v e r  i n  T he L io n , th e  W itc h , a n d  
th e  W a rd ro b e , I v y  M aggs i n  T h a t H id e o u s  S t r e n g th .) "  G ib b o n s  
p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  Un-man w o rk s  on t h e  L a d y 's  w e a k n e ss  b y  
im p a r t i n g  a  d r a m a t i c  c o n c e p t io n  o f  h e r s e l f .  "He a l s o  (w o rs e  
a n d  w o r s e — b u t  t h e n  h e  i s  a  d e v i l )  g iv e s  h e r  a  lo o k in g -  
g la s s " 2 ( i t a l i c s  h e r s ) .  S t e l l a  G ib b o n s  a l s o  o b j e c t s  t h a t  
L ew is i s  " n a r ro w  a n d  u n k in d "  when J a n e  i s  r e b u k e d  " f o r  t r y ­
in g  t o  s t i c k  t o  h e r  b o o k s "  a n d  " r a t h e r  d o n n i s h l y  l e c t u r e d  
f o r  h e r  l a c k  o f  w i f e l y  o b e d ie n c e "  ( 9 3 ) .  "W hat i s  a  woman t o  
d o ,"  s h e  a s k s ?  " I f  women a r e  n o t  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  w o r ld  o f  
m en, n o r  s t a y  i n  t h e i r  own w o r ld  o f  f o o l i s h  v a n i t y "  w h a t c a n  
th e y  d o ?  " I  am a f r a i d  L ew is im p l i e s  t h a t  i f  t h e y  c a n n o t  b e  
g o d d e s s e s  t h e y  a r e  t o  go  on s u c k l in g  f o o l s  a n d  c h r o n i c l i n g  
s m a ll  b e e r ,  a n d .b e  d i s a p p r o v e d  o f . "  She c o n c lu d e s ,  " T h e re  
seem s no  way o u t  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  an d  I  p r e f e r  n o t  t o  t h i n k  
an y  m ore a b o u t  i t "  ( 9 4 ) .
B u t " n o t  t h i n k i n g  a n y  m ore a b o u t  i t "  i s  no  lo n g e r  s u f f i ­
c i e n t  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p a r e n t  c h a u v in is m  i n  L e w is ' w o r k s ; 
m any women h a v e  grow n so  s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  p r e j u ­
d i c e  t h a t  t h e y  no  lo n g e r  a p p r e c i a t e  L e w is ' w ork  a s  a  w h o le . 
T h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  p a p e r  w i l l  f i r s t  p r e s e n t  t h o s e  c h a u v i n i s t i c  
e le m e n ts  w h ic h  h a v e  i r r i t a t e d  so  many women, an d  th e n  dem on­
s t r a t e  how L e w is ' a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  women a l t e r e d  i n  b o th  h i s  
l i f e  an d  h i s  w ork  a s  h e  m a tu r e d .  He f i n a l l y  cam e t o  p e r ­
c e i v e  t h a t  women a r e  in d e e d  f u l l y  hum an, a s  D o ro th y  S a y e r s  
h a d  c la im e d ,  an d  t h a t  women ca n  b e  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  r i c h  s e n s e  
t h a t  L ew is g a v e  t h a t  w o rd . When J o y  D avidm an becam e f i r s t  
h i s  f r i e n d  a n d  t h e n  h i s  w i f e ,  s h e  r a d i c a l l y  a l t e r e d  h i s  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  women i n  h i s  f i c t i o n ,  h i s  u s e  o f  m a s c u l in e  
a s  a  te rm  o f  p r a i s e ,  an d  p e r h a p s  m o st s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  h i s  
p ro n o u n c e m e n ts  on  m a r r i a g e .  T h o se  who o b j e c t  t o  t h e  n a r ro w  
v ie w  o f  women i n  L e w is ' e a r l y  w o rk s s h o u ld  d e l i g h t  i n  t h e  
d e e p e r  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  su c h  l a t e r  w o rk s  a s  T i l l  We H ave 
F a c e s  a n d  T he F o u r L o v e s . T he g r a d u a l  a w a k e n in g  o f  t h e  
e v a n g e l i c a l  com m unity  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Man i s  b o th  m a le  and  
f e m a le ,  e q u a l l y  a c c e p ta b l e  t o  G od, n e e d  n o t  d e t r a c t  fro m  o u r  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  C. S . L e w is , w hen t h o s e  w r i t ­
in g s  a r e  v ie w e d  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y .
In  h i s  y o u n g e r  d a y s  L ew is c e r t a i n l y  w o u ld  h a v e  p r o v id e d  an  
e x c e l l e n t  c a s e  s tu d y  o f  t h e  " t y p i c a l  m a le  c h a u v i n i s t . "  H is  
a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  women i s  c l e a r l y  show n i n  t h e  o th e r w i s e  
d e l i g h t f u l  romp "A b e c e d a riu m  P h i lo s o p h ic u m " :
M i s  th e  Many, th e  M o r ta l, th e  Body,
The F o r m le s s , th e  F em a le , th e  T h orou gh ly  Shoddy.
N i s  N o t -b e in g  w h ich  s in k s  e v e n  d e e p e r .
More f o r m le s s ,  more f e m a le , more f o o t l i n g — and  
c h e a p e r .3
2 S t e l l a  G ib b o n s, " Im a g in a tiv e  W ritin g "  in  J o c e ly n  G ibb , 
e d . , L ig h t  on  C . S . L e w is  (New York: H a r c o u r t , B race  and 
W orld, 1965) , p .  9 3 .
3 "A becedarium  P h ilo so p h ic u m ,"  O x fo rd  M a g a z in e , 30 (N ov. 
1 9 3 3 ) ,  p .  2 9 8 . F a th e r  W a lter  H ooper s a y s  t h a t  Owen B a r f i e l d  
d o e s  n o t  remember w r i t in g  th e  l i n e s ,  b u t  t h in k s  t h a t  th e y  
w ere m ocking a n o th e r  poem p u b lis h e d  e a r l i e r ,  and t h e r e f o r e  
do n o t  mean w hat th e y  a p p ear t o  s a y .  ( L e t t e r  from F a th e r  
H ooper t o  m e, 29 S e p t .  1 9 7 5 ) .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d ersta n d  
how L e w is and B a r f i e l d  c o u ld  have w r i t t e n  t h i s ,  h o w ev er , i f  
th e y  w ere a t  a l l  co n c e r n e d  a b o u t  th e  c h a u v i n i s t i c  i n f e r e n c e s  
w h ich  c o u ld  b e  drawn from th e  poem . The m a tte r  n eed s f u r ­
th e r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  In  f a c t ,  th e  l i n e s  may e c h o  S p e n s e r 's  
s ta te m e n t :  "The on e im p e r f e c t ,  m o r ta l ,  f e m in in e , /  "Th' o th e r  
im m o rta l, p e r f e c t ,  m a sc u lin e "  F a e r ie  Q ueene  I I . i x . 2 2 -2 3 .
1 5
T h is  poem f i t s  i n  w ith  h i s  com m ents a b o u t women i n  h i s  l e t ­
t e r s .  He m e n tio n e d  a  m u tu a l f r i e n d  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  s a y in g ,  
" h e  u se d  t o  w r i t e  p o e t r y  b u t  i s  now to o  e n g ro s s e d  i n  h i s ­
t o r y ,  and h e  h a s  a l s o  becom e e n g a g e d — t h a t  f a t a l  tomb o f  a l l  
l i v e l y  and  i n t e r e s t i n g  m e n ."  In  1927 h e  w ro te  t o  h i s  
b r o t h e r  w ith  g l e e  t h a t  t h e  te rm  h a d  " p ro d u c e d  one  p u b l i c  
e v e n t  o f  good omen— t h e  c a r r y in g  i n  C o n g re g a t io n  o f  t h e  S t a ­
t u t e  l i m i t i n g  t h e  num ber o f  wimmen a t  O x f o r d . . . . " 4 M e re ly  
t h e  s p e l l i n g  o f  "wimmen" may b e  enough  t o  p u t  Lew is u n m is-  
t a k e n ly  on th e  s i d e  o f  th e  a n t i - f e m i n i s t s ,  b u t  t h e  im p o r ta n t  
t h in g  i s  how h e  v o te d .  He s a i d  t h e  v o t in g  f e l l  i n t o  t h r e e  
b l o c k s — t h e  o ld  g u a rd  who w e re  a g a i n s t  women; t h e  s l i g h t l y  
y o u n g e r  g ro u p  "who d a te  fro m  t h e  p alm y  d ay s  o f  J .  S . M i l l ,  
when fem in ism  was th e  new , e x c i t i n g ,  e n l ig h t e n e d  t h i n g "  an d  
who v o te d  f o r  women; an d  h i s  own l o t  who v o te d  a g a i n s t .
L ew is was c e r t a i n  t h i s  was q u i t e  n a t u r a l .  "T he f i r s t  l o t  
b e lo n g  to  th e  ag e  o f  in n o c e n c e  when women h ad  n o t  y e t  b een  
n o t i c e d ;  t h e  s e c o n d , t o  t h e  a g e  when th e y  h a d  b e e n  n o t i c e d  
and  n o t  y e t  fo u n d  o u t ;  t h e  t h i r d ,  t o  u s .  I g n o ra n c e ,  
ro m a n c e , r e a l i s m . . . "  ( 1 1 8 ) .  By an y  r e a l i s t i c  s t a n d a r d s ,  
L ew is was s a y in g ,  women sh o u ld  n o t  b e  e n c o u ra g e d  t o  s tu d y  a t  
O x fo rd , an d  i f  p e r m i t t e d ,  t h e i r  num ber sh o u ld  b e  l i m i t e d .
Lew is a l s o  w an ted  t o  e x c lu d e  women fro m  t h e  p r i e s t h o o d .  
H is  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  women i n  t h e  c h u rc h  a p p a r e n t l y  i n c lu d e s  
a  m e a su re  o f  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  ta b o o .  I n  A r th u r ia n  T o rso  h e  
s h a r e s  w ith  W illia m s  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  women a r e  e x c lu d e d  from  
t h e  p r i e s t h o o d  b e c a u s e  o f  " t h e  m e n s tr u a l  f l o w . . . e x c l u d e d . . .  
b e c a u s e  th e y  s h a r e  m y s t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  r o l e  o f  V i c t i m . " 4 5 How­
e v e r ,  b y  t h i s  l o g i c  women sh o u ld  b e  t h e  o n ly  p r i e s t s ,  f o r  
C h r i s t  a l s o  s h a re d  " m y s t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  V ic t im ."
In  " P r i e s t e s s  i n  t h e  C h u rc h ,"  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  same y e a r  a s  
A r th u r ia n  T o rso  (1 9 4 8 ) , h e  a d m its  t h a t  " a l l  t h e  r a t i o n a l i t y "  
a p p e a r s  t o  b e  on t h e  s i d e  o f  l e t t i n g  women s e r v e  a s  p r i e s t s .  
In  no way a r e  women " l e s s  c a p a b le  th a n  men o f  p i e t y ,  z e a l ,  
l e a r n i n g ,  and  w h a te v e r  e l s e  seem s n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  p r i e s t l y  
o f f i c e . " 6 A g a in s t  t h i s  h e  c a n  o n ly  a s s e r t  t h a t  G od, th o u g h  
s e x l e s s ,  m u st b e  p o r t r a y e d  a s  m a le ;  h e  a s s e r t s  t h a t  i f  we 
c a s t  o f f  t h e  e x c l u s i v e l y  m ale  im age o f  God (w h ich  Lew is 
b e l i e v e d  i s  S c r i p t u r a l ) , 7 we c a s t  o f f  o u r  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s  
w e l l .  I f  God m u st b e  p o r t r a y e d  a s  m a le , th e n  h i s  r e p r e s e n ­
t a t i v e s  m u st b e  m a le . The a rg u m en t i s  b a s e d  on t h e  u n s t a te d  
p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  w h ich  i s  made e x p l i c i t  i n  P r e fa c e  to  P a ra d ise  
L o s t : "W hether t h e  m a le  i s ,  o r  i s  n o t ,  t h e  s u p e r i o r  s e x ,  th e  
m a s c u l in e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  s u p e r i o r  g e n d e r ."  To o n e  h o ld in g  
su c h  an  a s s u m p tio n , God and G o d 's  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  m u st b e  
m a s c u l in e  b e c a u s e  God i s  s u p e r i o r  t o  u s .  The a s su m p tid n  i t ­
s e l f  i s  c o m p le te ly  u n s u p p o r te d ,  b u t  L ew is a p p a r e n t ly  n e v e r  
w av ered  i n  t h i s  c o n v i c t i o n .  In  a  1961 re v ie w  o f  E l l r o d t ' s  
N e o p la to n ism  i n  th e  P o e try  o f  S p e n s e r , L ew is s a i d :  "T he s e x ­
u a l  i n f e r i o r i t y  o f  V enus t o  A d o n is  i s  h e a v i l y  co m p en sa ted  by  
h e r  overw h elm in g  s u p e r i o r i t y  i n  e v e ry  o t h e r  a s p e c t . " 8 In  
o t h e r  w o rd s , b e in g  a  g o d d e ss  a lm o s t ,  b u t  n o t  q u i t e ,  m akes up 
f o r  b e in g  fe m a le !
4  W. H. L e w is , e d . , L e t t e r s  o f  C .S .  L e w is  (London: G e o ff­
rey  B le s ,  1 9 6 6 ) , p .  11 7 . S ee  a l s o  p .  8 3 , w here th e  young  
L ew is d e s c r ib e s  h i s  e c c e n t r i c  Aunt L ucy , who was a l s o  a s u f ­
f r a g e t t e .  The re a d e r  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  th e  e x c e l l e n t  works o f  
D orothy S a y e r s , L ew is' f r ie n d  and on e o f  th e  e a r ly  women 
g r a d u a te s  o f  O xford , f o r  th e  o p p o s it e  s id e  o f  th e  q u e s t io n .  
S ee p a r t i c u la r ly  th e  e s s a y s  in  Are Women Human? and h er  
d e t e c t iv e  n o v e l s e t  i n  O xford , Gaudy N ig h t .
5 C h a r les  W illia m s and C .S .  L e w is , T a l i e s s i n  Through L og-  
r e s ,  The R eg io n  o f  th e  Summer S t a r s ,  and A r th u r ia n  T orso  
(Grand R a p id s , M ich igan: W illia m  B. Eerdm ans, 1 9 7 4 ) , p .  334.
6 C .S .  L e w is , God i n  th e  Dock: E s sa y s  on T h e o lo g y  and  
E th ic s ,  e d . W alter Hooper (Grand R a p id s , M ich igan : W illia m  
B. Eerdmans, 1 9 7 0 ) , p . . 2 3 5 .  For a r e f u t a t io n  o f  t h i s  a r t i ­
c l e ,  s e e  P au l J e w e t t ,  Man a s  M ale and Female (Grand R a p id s, 
M ichigan: W illia m  B. Eerdmans, 1 9 7 5 ) .
7 W hile th e  anthropom orphic im agery in  s c r ip t u r e  i s  p r e ­
d om in an tly  m a le , i t  i s  by no means e x c l u s i v e l y  m a le . God i s  
p ic tu r e d  a s  a  m other in  I s a ia h  4 2 :1 4 , 4 6 :3 ,  4 9 :1 5 , 6 6 :1 3 .
S ee a l s o  Psalm  1 3 1 :2 , Luke 1 5 :8 -1 0 ,  Matthew 2 3 :3 7 . Perhaps 
th e  m ost im p o r ta n t r e f e r e n c e  i s  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  i d e n t i f i c a ­
t io n  o f  th e  Wisdom (fem in in e ) o f  P ro v erb s 3 w ith  th e  Logos 
o f  John 1 :1 -1 3 ;  b o th  Wisdom and L ogos a r e  u s u a l ly  i n t e r ­
p r e te d  a s  m a n if e s ta t io n s  o f  th e  seco n d  p e r so n  o f  th e  T r in ­
i t y .
8 "N eop laton ism  in  th e  P o e tr y  o f  S p e n se r ,"  S tu d ie s  in
M e d ia eva l and R e n a is sa n c e  L i t e r a t u r e , e d . W alter Hooper
(Cambridge: Cambridge U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 6 ) , p . 15 5 .
L ew is a p p a r e n t l y  d e v e lo p e d  a  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  m iso g y n y  a t  
O x fo rd , a  r e p u t a t i o n  w h ich  am used h im . K a th ry n  L in d sk o o g  
r e c a l l s  t h a t  "When I m et h im  i n  J u l y ,  1 956 , we la u g h e d  a b o u t 
t h e  s i l l y  p u b l i c  i d e a  t h a t  h e  w as a  woman h a t e r . " 9 (T h is  
was a t  t h e  t im e  o f  h i s  m a r r ia g e  t o  J o y . )  I t  was g e n e r a l l y  
assum ed ( e r r o n e o u s l y ,  L e w is ' b io g r a p h e r s  n o te )  t h a t  Lew is 
d i s l i k e d  t u t o r i n g  fe m a le  p u p i l s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  many young women 
w ere  a f r a i d  t o  s tu d y  u n d e r  h im . C ly d e  S . K ilb y  r e c o u n t s  
t h a t  when h e  and  h i s  w if e  v i s i t e d  M a gdalene  C o l le g e ,  h e  
a s k e d  t h e  p o r t e r  i f  t h e r e  w ere  an y  t r u t h  t o  t h e  rum or t h a t  
Lew is d id  n o t  l i k e  women. T he p o r t e r  s a i d  t h e r e  w as , and 
M rs . K ilb y  n e v e r  d id  m e e t C. S . L e w is . The p o r t e r  may h a v e  
b e e n ,  and  p r o b a b ly  w as , w rong ; o t h e r  women su c h  a s  K a th e r in e  
R a in e ,  D abney H a r t ,  an d  K a th ry n  L in d sk o o g  who v i s i t e d  L ew is 
i n  h i s  l a t t e r  y e a r s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  h e  w as a  g r a c io u s  h o s t  
i n d e e d . 10 B ut L ew is m u st h a v e  done so m e th in g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  m is o g y n is t  a t  O x fo rd ; g iv e n  t h e  p r e v a i l ­
in g  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  women a t  O x fo rd  i n  h i s  e a r l y  d a y s ,  i t  
was r a t h e r  an  a c h ie v e m e n t t o  b e  s i n g l e d  o u t  f o r  h i s  s p e c i a l  
a n t i p a t h y  to w a rd  w om en.11 P e rh a p s  h i s  1927 v o t e  t o  l i m i t  
women s t u d e n t s  was lo n g  rem em b ered . Or p e rh a p s  t h a t  r e p u t a ­
t i o n  was g a in e d  th ro u g h  h i s  w r i t i n g s .
The s p a c e  t r i l o g y  e v id e n c e s  an  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  women 
w h ich  m ig h t c o n t r i b u t e  t o  su c h  a  r e p u t a t i o n .  O ut o f  th e  
S i l e n t  P la n e t  i s  a  s p e c i a l  c a s e ,  s i n c e  no n e  o f  t h e  m a jo r  
c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  fe m a le ;  i t  n e e d s  no  f u r t h e r  t r e a tm e n t  i n  t h i s  
c o n t e x t .  H ow ever, i n  P e re la n d r a  t h e  p i v o t a l  c h a r a c t e r  i s  a  
woman, t h e  G reen  L ady . As Eve i n  a  y e t  s i n l e s s  w o r ld ,  sh e  
i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a t e  o f  a  p l a n e t  an d  i t s  f u t u r e  
i n h a b i t a n t s  a s  s h e  u n d e rg o e s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  an d  p r a c t i c a l  
t e m p t a t i o n s .  H er h u sb a n d  and  k in g  w a tc h e s  i n  s e r e n e  com­
f o r t ,  n o t  ev en  a p p e a r in g  i n  t h e  s t o r y  u n t i l  t h e  s t r u g g l e  h a s  
b e e n  won b y  o t h e r  m inds an d  h a n d s .  T h is  l e a v e s  L ew is t h e  
a u th o r  w i th  a  s e r i o u s  a r c h i t e c t o n i c  p ro b le m . G iv en  h i s  p r e ­
s u p p o s i t i o n s ,  t h e  man m u st b e  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h e  woman; how­
e v e r ,  t h e  Adam h a s  no o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  a c t i o n  o r  d e b a te  w h ich  
w i l l  d e m o n s tr a te  t h a t  s u p e r i o r i t y .  In  a  c o m p le te ly  g r a t u i ­
to u s  s c e n e ,  L ew is s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a l t e r s  t h e  w h o le  c h a r a c t e r ­
i z a t i o n  o f  h i s  Eve i n  o r d e r  t o  make h e r  s e r v e  a s  a  f o i l  t o  
t h e  K in g 's  g r e a t n e s s :
" . . .  Our so n s  s h a l l  bend th e  p i l l a r s  o f  rock  
i n t o  a r c h e s— "
"What a re  arch es? "  s a id  T in i d r i l  th e  Queen.
"Arches" s a id  Tor th e  K in g , "are when p i l ­
l a r s  o f  s to n e  throw  o u t  b ra n ch es  l i k e  t r e e s . . . .
And t h e r e  ou r so n s  w i l l  make im a g es ."
"What a re  im ages?"  s a id  T i n i d r i l .
"Splendour o f  Deep H eaven!" c r ie d  th e  King 
w ith  a g r e a t  l a u g h .12
A lth o u g h  t h e  K ing w a n ts  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  T i n i d r i l  i s  somehow 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s  l e a r n i n g ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  s h e  i s  n o t .  
W h ile  s h e  h a s  b e e n  a c t i v e l y  en g ag ed  i n  w i th s t a n d in g  te m p ta ­
t i o n ,  t h e  K ing h a s  b e e n  g iv e n  d i v i n e  r e v e l a t i o n .  S he w i l l  
l e a r n  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  se c o n d -h a n d  fro m  h e r  h u sb a n d , o r  n o t  a t  
a l l .  The man l e a r n s  from  God, an d  t h e  woman l e a r n s  from  
m an. A t f i r s t  g l a n c e ,  t h i s  may a p p e a r  t o  ech o  P a ra d ise  
L o s t , w here  Eve l e a v e s  R a p h a e l 's  l e c t u r e  b e c a u s e  s h e  p r e f e r s  
t o  h a v e  Adam i n s t r u c t  h e r :  h e  s o lv e s  " h ig h  d i s p u t e  w ith  c o n ­
j u g a l  C a re s s e s "  ( V I I I ,  5 6 ) .  H ow ever, Eve h a s  a l r e a d y  l i s ­
te n e d  t o  R a p h a e l 's  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  w ar i n  h e a v e n  and  o f  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r ld .  S he  a c t u a l l y  l e a v e s  j u s t  i n  t im e  f o r  
Adam t o  t e l l  t h e  a n g e l  how m a rv e lo u s  s h e  i s .  T i n i d r i l  seem s 
t o  r e c e i v e  a l l  h e r  s c i e n t i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n d i r e c t l y ,  w i th -
9 K athryn L in d sk o o g , C . S . L e w is :  M ere C h r i s t ia n  (G len­
d a le ,  C a l i f o r n ia :  R egal B ook s, 1 9 7 3 ) , p .  1 3 . S ee  a l s o  h er  
more d e t a i l e d  a co u n t i n  " C .S . L ew is: R e a c t io n s  from Women," 
M y th lo r e , 12 ( 3 : 4 ,  June 1 9 7 6 ) , 1 8 -2 0 .
10 L ig h t  on C. S . L e w is ,  p .  13; Dabney H a rt, "C. S .  L ew is' 
D efen se  o f  P o e s ie "  (U n pu b lish ed  P h.D . d i s s e r t a t i o n .  U n iv er ­
s i t y  o f  W isc o n s in , 1 9 5 9 ) , p .  v ; L in d sk o o g , p . 1 2 .
1 S e e ,  f o r  exam p le , J . E .  H an k in s, S o u rce  and M eaning in  
S p e n c e r 's  A l le g o r y :  A S tu d y  i n  th e  F a e r ie  Queene (O xford: 
C larendon P r e s s ,  1 9 7 1 ) , p .  153 where h e  d e c la r e s  Radigund  
" hated  th e  n a tu r a l and norm al l i m i t a t io n s  o f  h er  s e x  and in  
t h i s  was unwomanly" and th e n  g o e s  on t o  eq u a te  th e  husband/ 
w if e  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  t h e  m a s te r /s e r v a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p .
Such c a s u a l  and u n th in k in g  d e v a lu a t io n  o f  women was appar­
e n t ly  a lm o st  th e  norm a t  O xford .
12 C .S .  L e w is , P e re la n d r a  (London: The B od ley  Head, 1 9 4 3 ) ,  
p p . 7 2 -7 3 .
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o u t even e x p r e s s in g  a  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  su c h  p e d a g o g ic a l  m e th ­
ods .
T h is  s c e n e  i n  P e re la n d ra  can  b e s t  b e  u n d e r s to o d  b y  r e f e r ­
en ce  t o  L e w is ' work on M il to n ,  b u t  th e  p a r a l l e l  i s  n o t  q u i t e  
t h a t  d i r e c t .  I n  P re fa c e  to  P a ra d ise  L o s t ,  Lew is demon­
s t r a t e s  t h a t  Eve i s  a  v e ry  g r e a t  Lady in d e e d ,  h e r  w ords o f  
s u b m is s io n  t o  Adam a r e  to  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  "The Queen o f  
e a r t h "  sp e a k in g  t o  th e  K ing . Lew is com pares Eve t o  P o r t i a ,  
who c a l l e d  h e r s e l f  " a n  u n le s s o n e d  g i r l "  b e f o r e  B a s s a n io .
But I sh o u ld  f e e l  so r r y  fo r  th e  common man, 
such  as m y s e lf ,  who was le d  by t h i s  sp ee ch  in to  
th e  e g r e g io u s  m ista k e  o f  w a lk in g  in t o  Belm ont 
and b eh av in g  as though P o r t ia  r e a l l y  w ere an 
u n le sso n e d  g i r l . __  She may speak th u s t o  B as­
sa n io :  b u t we had b e t t e r  remember, t h a t  we are  
d e a l in g  w ith  a g r e a t  l a d y . 13
Lew is no d o u b t i n te n d s  t o  echo  t h i s  g e n t l e  su b m is s io n  o f  a  
g r e a t  la d y  t o  a  g r e a t e r  man, b u t  h e  f a i l s  i n  t h e  a t t e m p t .
The f a i l u r e  i s  an  a r t i s t i c  o n e : i n  a t t e m p t in g  to  a v o id  M il­
t o n ' s  m is ta k e  o f  d e s c r ib in g  p r e - l a p s a r i a n  s e x u a l i t y ,  Lew is 
h a s  k e p t  t h e  King " o f f s t a g e "  u n t i l  th e s e  f i n a l  s c e n e s .  A t 
t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  t h e  r e a d e r  knows t h a t  th e  Lady 
i s  p h y s i c a l l y  s t r o n g  an d  a g i l e ,  commands th e  a n im a ls ,  h a s  
th e  p o i s e  b e f i t t i n g  t h e  Queen o f  t h e  p l a n e t ,  and  h a s  a  d i r ­
e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  M a l e l d i l .  T h e re  a r e  few  q u a l i t i e s  
l e f t  w hich  c a n  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  King t o  p ro v e  h i s  s u p e r ­
i o r i t y .  I n s t e a d  o f  sh o w in g  u s  t h a t  s u p e r i o r i t y  i n  a c c o r d ­
a n c e  w ith  t h e  d r a m a tic  c o n v e n t io n s  o f  t h e  n o v e l  fo rm , Lew is 
i s  re d u c e d  t o  t e l l i n g  u s  t h a t  t h e  K ing i s  g r e a t e r  th a n  t h e  
Q ueen. L e s t  we m is ta k e  h i s  p u r p o s e ,  i t  i s  made p a i n f u l l y  
c l e a r  when Ransom m ee ts  t h e  r o y a l  c o u p le  on t h e  m o u n ta in :
. . . i t  was n o t o f  th e  Queen t h a t  he th o u g h t m ost.
I t  was hard t o  th in k  o f  a n y th in g  b u t th e  K ing.
. . .  I t  was t h a t  fa c e  w hich  no man can sa y  t h a t  he 
d oes n o t know. You m ight ask  how i t  was p o s s ib le  
t o  lo o k  upon i t  and n o t t o  commit id o l a t r y ,  n o t  
t o  m ista k e  i t  f o r  t h a t  o f  w hich  i t  was th e  l i k e ­
n e s s . . . .  (236)
I s  t h e  m a le n e s s  o f  C h r i s t  r e a l l y  so  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  t h e  m ale  
p e r s o n  e v id e n c e s  t h e  im age o f  God w h i le  t h e  fe m a le  p e r s o n  
does n o t?  I f  Lew is m eans h i s  w ords h e r e  t o  b e  ta k e n  l i t e r ­
a l l y ,  h e  h a s  c r e a t e d  a  v e r y  s e r i o u s  t h e o l o g i c a l  p ro b le m . 
G e n e s is  m akes i t  q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  b o th  m a le  and  fe m a le  a r e  
c r e a t e d  i n  G o d 's  l i k e n e s s ,  and t h e r e  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  w h a t­
e v e r  t h a t  one se x  i s  c l o s e r  t o  t h a t  l i k e n e s s  th a n  t h e  o t h e r .
T h a t H id eo u s S tr e n g th  i s  a p p a r e n t ly  fo u n d e d  on t h e  same 
a ssu m p tio n  o f  m ale  s u p e r i o r i t y ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  some h i e r a r c h i ­
c a l  s e n s e .  B ut t h e  p ro b le m s h e r e  a r e  ev en  m ore com p lex , f o r  
L ew is m akes t h e  w ife  a  m ore s y m p a th e tic  c h a r a c t e r  th a n  t h e  
h u sb a n d , and th e n  b r in g s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  Ransom an d  a l l  
Deep H eaven a g a i n s t  h e r ,  t o  f o r c e  h e r  t o  l e a r n  o b e d ie n c e  t o  
h e r  h u sb a n d . In  t h i s  n o v e l ,  t h e  Adam h a s  f a l l e n  i n t o  th e  
Enem y's camp, and  th e  w if e  i s  t o l d  t o  b e  s u b m is s iv e .
O b v io u s ly  b o th  Mark and J a n e  h a v e  s e r io u s  f l a w s ,  b u t  Mark 
i s  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  w eaker p e r s o n  m o r a l ly .  H is  i n t o x i c a t i o n  
w ith  t h e  i n n e r  r i n g s  l e a d s  him  i n t o  a c t i v i t i e s  h e  knows to  
b e  c r im in a l .  I t  i s  o n ly  a f t e r  h e  h a s  b e e n  im p ris o n e d  t h a t  
h e  r e a l i z e s  t h e  f u l l  e x t e n t  o f  h i s  d e g r e d a t io n ;  th e n  h e  
f i n d s  a  b e t t e r  " in n e r  r i n g "  f i r s t  w i th  t h e  tram p  and th e n ,  
by im p l i c a t i o n ,  a t  S t .  A n n e 's .  J a n e 's  f la w  i s  t h e  d e s i r e  to  
b e  in d e p e n d e n t ,  to  ru n  h e r  own l i f e .  The n a r r a t o r  d e c l a r e s :  
"To a v o id  e n ta n g le m e n ts  an d  i n t e r f e r e n c e s  h ad  lo n g  b e e n  one  
o f  h e r  f i r s t  p r i n c i p l e s . " 14 T h is  c a n n o t h e lp  b u t  r e c a l l  
L e w is ' own w ords a b o u t h i s  c o n v e r s io n  i n  S u r p r is e d  b y  J o y :  
"Remember, I h ad  a lw ay s w a n te d , abo v e  a l l  t h i n g s ,  n o t  t o  be  
' i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h '"  ( 1 8 2 ) .  The d i f f i c u l t y  a r i s e s  i n  t h a t  
w hat Lew is le a r n e d  by su b m is s io n  t o  God, J a n e  i s  a p p a r e n t ly  
su p p o sed  t o  l e a r n  by  s u b m is s io n  to  M ark. The l e s s o n  was 
m ore p a l a t a b l e  t o  J a n e  when sh e  f i r s t  le a r n e d  su b m is s io n  to  
Ransom, i n  h i s  g o ld e n  m anhood. I t  i s  made e x p l i c i t ,  t h a t  
s u b m it t in g  t o  Mark i s  somehow s u b m it t in g  t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r .  
E i t h e r  " J a n e "  o r  Lewis i s  p la y in g  a  d a n g e ro u s  game h e r e .  As 
one r e a d e r  o b s e rv e d , "S he i s  s t i l l  i n f a t u a t e d  w ith  Ransom,
13 C .S .  L e w is , P re fa c e  to  P a ra d is e  L o s t  (London: O xford  
U n iv e r s ity  P r e s s ,  1 9 4 2 ) , p .  120 . L ew is was aware o f  th e  
immense d i f f i c u l t y  o f  p o r tr a y in g  Eve c o r r e c t ly .  S ee L e t ­
t e r s ,  p . 195.
14 C. S . L ew is, T hat H ideous S tr e n g th  (London: The B odlev
Head, 1 9 4 5 ) , p . 8 5 .
b u t  a s  h e  i s  o b v io u s ly  u n a t t a i n a b l e ,  h a s  c h a n n e l le d  h e r  f e e l ­
in g s  i n t o  o b e d ie n c e  t o  h im , w h ich  m eans a  r e t u r n  t o  M a rk ." 15 
A f t e r  h e r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  Ransom , t h e  n a r r a t o r  s a y s : "A t t h e  
v e r y  moment when h e r  m ind was m o st f i l l e d  w ith  a n o th e r  man 
t h e r e  a r o s e ,  c lo u d e d  w i th  some u n d e f in e d  e m o tio n , a  r e s o l u ­
t i o n  t o  g iv e  Mark much m ore th a n  s h e  h a d  e v e r  g iv e n  him  
b e f o r e ,  and  a  f e e l i n g  t h a t  i n  so  d o in g  sh e  w ould  b e  r e a l l y  
g iv in g  i t  t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r "  (1 8 3 ) .  When sh e  p r e p a r e s  t o  h u n t 
f o r  M e r l in  s h e  p l a c e s  h e r s e l f  i n  o b e d ie n c e  t o  Ransom r a t h e r  
th a n  d i r e c t l y  i n  o b e d ie n c e  t o  God (2 8 2 ) .  As s h e  g row s i n  
w isdom  a t  S t .  A n n e 's  s h e  r e a c h e s  a  p o i n t  w h ere  s h e  " c e a s e d  
t o  f e e l  any  r e s e n tm e n t  a t  t h e  D i r e c t o r ' s  t e n d e n c y ,  a s  i t  
w e re , to  d i s p o s e  o f  h e r — t o  g iv e  h e r ,  a t  one t im e  o r  i n  one 
s e n s e ,  t o  M ark , an d  i n  a n o th e r  to  M a l e l d i l ;  n e v e r ,  i n  any  
s e n s e ,  t o  k e e p  h e r  f o r  h i m s e l f .  She a c c e p te d  t h a t . "  ( 2 8 6 ) .
A l l  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  S t .  A n n e 's  a r e  d i r e c t e d  t o  f o r c e  h e r  
t o  b e  o b e d ie n t  t o  M ark, i n c lu d in g  s e x u a l  o b e d ie n c e .  I t  h a s  
p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  Mark i s  n o t  a  s u c c e s s f u l  
l o v e r :  "O n ly  one  th i n g  e v e r  seem ed a b l e  t o  k e e p  h im  aw ake 
a f t e r  h e  h ad  go n e  t o  b e d ,  an d  ev en  t h a t  d id  n o t  k eep  him  
aw ake lo n g "  ( 1 0 ) .  He i s  a l s o  p r e s e n te d  a s  beco m in g  p h y s i c ­
a l l y  r e p u l s i v e .  D im ble i s  sh o c k e d  by  h i s  a p p e a ra n c e ;  h i s  
f a c e  "h ad  grow n f a t t e r  an d  p a l e r  and  t h e r e  w as a  new v u l g a r ­
i t y  i n  t h e  e x p r e s s io n "  ( 2 6 6 ) .  I t  i s  a l s o  c l e a r  t h a t  J a n e  
d o es  n o t  e n jo y  m ak ing  lo v e  w i th  M ark. When M rs. D im ble 
a s k s ,  "Do you h a t e  b e in g  k i s s e d ? "  J a n e  b r e a k s  i n t o  t e a r s  
( 3 1 ) .  Thus i t  i s  h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  when Ransom d i s ­
m is s e s  J a n e ,  h e  s e n d s  h e r  to  M a rk 's  b e d , w i th  t h e  i n j u n c ­
t i o n :  "Go i n  o b e d ie n c e  and  you w i l l  f i n d  lo v e .  You w i l l  
h a v e  no m ore d re a m s . Have c h i l d r e n  i n s t e a d "  (4 7 3 ) .
L e s t  t h e  r e a d e r  d is m is s  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  
p l o t  o f  t h e  n o v e l ,  Lew is s a i d  t h e  sam e t h i n g  i n  c o ld  p r o s e  
i n  t h e  e s s a y  " E q u a l i t y , "  p u b l i s h e d  two y e a r s  e a r l i e r :
Men have s o  h o r r ib ly  abused  t h e i r  power o v er  
women in  th e  p a s t  t h a t  t o  w iv e s ,  o f  a l l  p e o p le ,  
e q u a l i t y  i s  in  danger o f  ap p ea r in g  as an id e a l  
. . . .  Have a s  much e q u a l i t y  a s  you p le a s e — th e  
more th e  b e t t e r — in  our m arriage  la w s: b u t  a t  
some l e v e l  c o n se n t  t o  in e q u a l i t y ,  n a y , d e l ig h t  
in  in e q u a l i t y ,  i s  an e r o t i c  n e c e s s i t y . . . .  T h is  
i s  th e  trag icom ed y  o f  th e  modern woman; ta u g h t  
by Freud t o  c o n s id e r  th e  a c t  o f  lo v e  th e  m ost 
im p o rta n t th in g  in  l i f e ,  and th e n  in h ib i t e d  by 
fem in ism  from t h a t  in t e r n a l  su rr en d e r  w hich  
a lo n e  can make i t  a com p lete  e m o tio n a l s u c c e s s .
M erely f o r  th e  sa k e  o f  h er  own e r o t i c  p le a s u r e ,  
t o  go no f u r th e r ,  some d eg ree  o f  o b e d ie n c e  and 
h u m ility  seem s t o  be (n orm ally ) n e c e s sa r y  on th e  
woman's p a r t ,  [ i t a l i c s  m ine] 16
In  t h e  n o v e l ,  Lew is h a s  come d a n g e r o u s ly  c l o s e  t o  a d d in g :  i f  
t h e  woman c a n n o t lo v e  h e r  own h u sb a n d , sh e  can  f i r s t  t r a n s ­
f e r  h e r  o b e d ie n c e  t o  some s u p e r i o r  m an, and  th e n  l e t  him  
r e d i r e c t  t h a t  s u b m is s io n  b ack  t o  h e r  h u sb a n d .
T h is  ty p e  o f  r e a s o n in g  i s  t h e  m ore d i s t r e s s i n g  s in c e  
Lew is b e g in s  t h e  n o v e l  w i th  a  v e r y  s y m p a th e tic  p o r t r a i t  o f  
t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y - s t u d e n t - t u r n e d - h o u s e w i f e .  We 
f i r s t  s e e  J a n e  S tu d d o ck  s i t t i n g  a lo n e  i n  h e r  em pty f l a t  
rem em bering  th e  w ords o f  t h e  m a r r ia g e  cerem ony : "M atrim ony  
was o r d a in e d ,  t h i r d l y ,  f o r  t h e  m u tu a l h e l p ,  and  c o m fo rt  t h a t  
th e  o n e  o u g h t to  h av e  o f  t h e  o t h e r . "  The n a r r a t o r  t e l l s  u s :  
" I n  r e a l i t y  m a r r ia g e  had  p ro v e d  t o  b e  t h e  d o o r  o u t  o f  a  
w o rld  o f  work and  co m rad esh ip  and  l a u g h te r  an d  in n u m e ra b le  
t h i n g s  t o  d o , i n t o  so m e th in g  l i k e  s o l i t a r y  c o n f in e m e n t ."
T h is  i s  e x tr e m e ly  p e r c e p t i v e ,  and  t h e  s o l u t i o n  i s  ev en  b e t ­
t e r — J a n e  c o n te m p la te s  t a k in g  o u t h e r  n o te b o o k s  and  e d i t i o n s  
t o  work on h e r  d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n  on D onne. (N o te  th e  
i r o n y  o f  h e r  s u b j e c t — D o n n e 's  " t r iu m p h a n t  v i n d i c a t i o n  o f  th e  
b o d y ." )  B ut su d d e n ly  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t  woman r e a d e r  i s  
b e t r a y e d ;  we a r e  n o t  t o  h a v e  a  c o m p e te n t woman who f i l l s  h e r  
l i f e  w ith  s c h o la r s h ip  a f t e r  a l l .  The n a r r a t o r  c o n t in u e s  
" J a n e  was n o t  p e rh a p s  a  v e ry  o r i g i n a l  t h i n k e r . "  She th in k s  
sh e  can  r e g a in  h e r  l o s t  e n th u s ia sm  f o r  t h e  s u b j e c t  b u t ,  t h e  
n a r r a t o r  m akes c l e a r ,  s h e  c a n n o t .  I n s te a d  s h e  p r o c r a s t i n ­
a t e s  by  lo o k in g  a t  t h e  p a p e r .  T h is  i s  an  e x c e l l e n t  d e v ic e  
f o r  g e t t i n g  th e  s t o r y  g o in g — sh e  rem em bers h e r  dream  o f  
A lc a sa n  an d  M e r l in .  B ut i t  im m e d ia te ly  im p l ie s  t h a t  s c h o l ­
a r s h ip  i s  n o t  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  women su c h  a s  J a n e .  The
15 L e t t e r  from Jim A lla n  t o  me, June 5 , 1 976 .
16 C .S .  L ew is, " E q u a lity ,"  The S p e c ta to r  (27 A ugust 1 9 4 3 ) ,  
p . 192 .
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s t o r y  c o u ld  h a v e  p ro c e e d e d  e q u a l ly  w e l l  by  h a v in g  h e r  go to  
t h e  l i b r a r y  t o  f i n d  o u t  m ore i n f o r m a t io n  on A lc a s a n  and 
M e r l in ;  even  an  u n o r i g in a l  t h i n k e r  ca n  r e a d  a  h i s t o r y  b o o k . 
I n s t e a d ,  sh e  b u y s  a  h a t  ( 2 9 ) .
On t h i s  q u e s t io n  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  woman an d  m a r r ia g e  Lew is 
c o u ld  h a v e  l e a r n e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  fro m  D o ro th y  S a y e r s .  In  
S a y e r s ' L ord  P e t e r  Wimsey n o v e ls  h e r  H a r r i e t  Vane i s  p r o b a ­
b ly  no m ore a p p e a l in g  th a n  J a n e ,  and  m u st a l s o  l e a r n  g r a t i ­
tu d e  an d  s u b m is s io n ;  b u t  H a r r i e t  i s  a t  l e a s t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  
r e t a i n  h e r  m ind and  h e r  i n d i v i d u a l i t y .  O f c o u r s e ,  Mark 
S tu d d o ck  i s  a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  L e w is ' p ro b le m . Even an  i n t e l ­
l i g e n t  woman c o u ld ,  a f t e r  some s o u l - s e a r c h in g ,  e x p e c t  to  
f i n d  some h a p p in e s s  w ith  L ord  P e t e r  W imsey. B ut L ew is seem s 
to  h a v e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  made Mark a s  r e p u l s i v e  a s  p o s s i b l e  so  
t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  w i f e l y  s u b m is s io n  m u st s t a n d  a lo n e ,  
w i th o u t  lo v e  and  w i th o u t  r e s p e c t .  J a n e  i s  t o  su b m it h e r s e l f  
t o  him  m e re ly  b e c a u s e  sh e  i s  h i s  w i f e ;  Mark n e e d s  do n o th in g  
a t  a l l  t o  m e r i t  su c h  s u b m is s io n .  T ru e , Mark l e a r n s  much 
d u r in g  h i s  im p ris o n m e n t, b u t  J a n e  h a s  no way o f  know ing 
t h a t .  A l l  sh e  knows i s  t h a t  h e r  h u sb a n d  h a s  d e s e r t e d  h e r  
and jo in e d  t h e  Enemy, t h a t  h e  i s  i n  le a g u e  w ith  F a i r y  H ard - 
c a s t l e  who c a p tu r e d  and  to rm e n te d  h e r ,  t h a t  k in d ly  D im ble 
can  h a r d ly  b r in g  h im s e l f  t o  sp e a k  t o  M ark. I t  i s  em p h as ized  
t h a t  J a n e  was n o t  so  s t u p i d  a s  t o  h a v e  m a r r ie d  Mark i n  h i s  
p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n .  The man t o  whom s h e  vowed o b e d ie n c e  was 
a  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  M ark, o n e  who h ad  b e e n  a  f r i e n d  o f  D e n n is -  
to n  i n s t e a d  o f  C u r ry , F r o s t  and  t h e  " F a i r y . "  T h e re  m ig h t b e  
some g ro u n d  f o r  r e q u i r i n g  su b m is s io n  i n  r e t r i b u t i o n  i f  J a n e  
h ad  somehow m ade Mark d e g e n e r a te ,  i f  h i s  d e f i c i e n c i e s  w ere  
h e r  f a u l t .  B ut L ew is i s  c a r e f u l  t o  show t h a t  J a n e  i s  to  
Mark t h e  one o a s i s  i n  h i s  d e s e r t  o f  w h in in g  s e l f - p i t y  and 
p a t h e t i c  s o c i a l  s t r i v i n g .  In d e e d , i t  i s  b e c a u se  Mark "made 
t h e  f a t a l  m is ta k e "  t h a t  s h e  "m ust b e  'n i c e '  t o  M ark" (183) 17
The "g o o d  women" i n  T h a t H id eo u s S tr e n g th  a r e  e q u a l ly  
i n s t r u c t i v e .  C a m il la ,  one  m ust a d m it ,  h a s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
o f  b e in g  an i n t e r e s t i n g  p e r s o n .  She i s  d e s c r ib e d  a s  a  V a l-  
k e r i e  ( l i k e  L e w is ' c o u s in  i n  S u r p r is e d  b y  J o y ) and  i s  p r e ­
sum ab ly  in c lu d e d  i n  t h e  s t a te m e n t  "D im ble and  h e  and t h e  
D e n n is to n s  s h a re d  b e tw e e n  them  a  know led g e  o f  A r th u r ia n  
B r i t a i n  w hich  o r th o d o x  s c h o l a r s h i p  w i l l  p r o b a b ly  n o t  r e a c h  
f o r  some c e n t u r i e s "  (2 4 5 ) .  B ut C a m illa  i s  t o l d  t o  s t a y  a t  
home when t h e  o t h e r s  go o u t  t o  m ee t M e r l in —b e c a u s e  sh e  i s  
p r e g n a n t .  I t  i s  h e r  body  w h ich  L o g res  n e e d s ,  n o t  h e r  m ind .
G race  Ironw ood i s  a n o th e r  e n ig m a t ic  f i g u r e .  On t h e  one 
h a n d , sh e  i s  a  m e d ic a l  d o c to r  and  t h e r e f o r e  u n iq u e  i n  L e w is ' 
e a r l y  f i c t i o n — a  C h r i s t i a n  c a r e e r  woman. N e v e r th e l e s s ,  sh e
17 T h is  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  to  a d e s p ic a b le  husband w hich i s  
demanded o f  Jane i s  a l s o  p r a is e d  in  th e  p e r so n  o f  Sarah  
Sm ith o f  G old ers G reen, a "person  o f  p a r t ic u la r  im portance"  
in  th e  heaven  d e sc r ib e d  in  The G re a t D iv o r c e .  (New York: 
M acm illan, 1 9 6 3 ) . She i s  c h a r a c te r is e d  by lo v e  f o r  c h i l d ­
ren  and a n im a ls , c e r t a in ly  a h ig h ly  d e s ir a b le  t r a i t  in  any 
p e r so n , b u t h er  h ig h  s t a t u s  i s  a p p a r e n tly  due to  h er  lo v in g  
su b m iss io n  to  h er  b u l ly in g  husband . He i s  th e  c l a s s  m ale  
c h a u v in i s t ,  sp ea k in g  to  h er  in  " h is  'm anly' b u l ly in g  t o n e . . .  
th e  on e fo r  b r in g in g  women to  t h e ir  se n se s"  (1 1 3 ) .  I t  i s  
m ost h e a r te n in g  to  n o te  t h a t  th e  c h a u v in i s t i c  husband van­
i s h e s ,  presum ably  sw a llow ed  by H e l l ,  and th e  Lady g o e s  on in  
p e r f e c t  J o y .
e x i s t s  i n  t h e  n o v e l  o n ly  t o  s e rv e  Ransom i n  a  c l e a r l y  s u b ­
s e r v i e n t  f a s h i o n ,  e v e n  c u r t s e y i n g  when sh e  e n t e r s  h i s  room 
(1 7 1 ) .  I t  h a s  b e e n  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  sh e  i s  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
c o u n t e r p a r t  o f  F a i r y  H a r d c a s t l e .  In d e e d , b o th  women a r e  
d e s c r ib e d  i n  s t r i k i n g l y  s i m i l a r  t e r m s — th e y  a r e  t a l l ,  p h y s ­
i c a l l y  " b ig " ;  th e y  h a v e  u n u s u a l ly  l a r g e  h a n d s ;  th e y  a p p e a r  
b e f o r e  u s  s e a t e d ,  d r e s s e d  i n  b la c k  s k i r t s .  B oth  women h av e  
s e c r e t s  i n  t h e i r  p a s t .  Mark S tu d d o ck  f i n d s  t h a t  a l l  o f  th e  
F a i r y 's  h i s t o r y  i s  " s e c r e t  h i s t o r y "  (8 1 ) ;  when th e  members 
o f  t h e  company a r e  e x p la in in g  why th e y  came t o  S t .  A n n e 's ,  
G race  Ironw ood i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  e x c u s e d  fro m  p a i n f u l  r e v e l a ­
t i o n s  by  t h e  D i r e c t o r  ( 2 4 2 ) .  J a n e  i s  t a k e n  i n  t o  b e  q u e s ­
t i o n e d  b y  G race  Ironw ood (73) and  by  F a i r y  H a r d c a s t l e  ( 1 8 6 ) .  
The d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  q u e s t io n in g  p r o c e d u r e  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  
s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tw e e n  t h e  women a r e  s u p e r f i c i a l .  The F a i r y  
i s  a  s a d i s t i c  h o m o se x u a l, who " e n jo y s  h e r  w ork" i n  t o r t u r i n g  
J a n e  t o  o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t io n ;  G race  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  J a n e  j o i n  
th em , b u t  m akes no a t t e m p t  w h a te v e r  t o  com pel h e r .  The 
f i r s t  nam es o f  t h e  women becom e o b v io u s ly  s i g n i f i c a n t .  I t  
i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  G race  Ironw ood (n e v e r  c a l l e d  D r. I r o n -  
wood) i s  n o t  g iv e n  a  m ore s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  o f  th e  a c t i o n ;  
h e r  r o l e  i s  e x e m p l i f ie d  a t  t h e  c lo s e  o f  t h e  n o v e l  w here  sh e  
i s  s e a t e d  b y  t h e  f i r e ,  c l a d  i n  b la c k  and  s i l v e r ,  " a lm o s t  
i n v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  sh a d o w s"  (4 5 7 ) .  She i s  n e v e r  made c l e a r l y  
v i s i b l e ,  b u t  h e r  a c h ie v e m e n t and h e r  la c k  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  
" f e m in in e  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s "  may b e  s e e n  a s  a  f a i n t  p r e c u r s o r  
o f  O r u a l .  N e v e r th l e s s ,  L ew is i n  1945 was n o t  y e t  r e a d y  t o  
p o r t r a y  a  s t r o n g  and g o d ly  woman a s  a  f u l l y  d e v e lo p e d  c h a r ­
a c t e r .
I t  i s  M other D im b le , n o t  G race  I ro n w o o d , who i s  t h e  i d e a l  
" g o d ly  woman" i n  t h e  n o v e l .  She i s  c h a r i t a b l e ,  w is e ,  and 
a b le  t o  a d j u s t  t o  t h e  m o st t r y i n g  c i r c u m s ta n c e s .  B ut h e r  
w isdom  i s  r e v e a l e d  by  s ta te m e n ts  su c h  a s  "D id  i t  e v e r  come 
i n t o  y o u r  m ind t o  a s k  w h e th e r  an yone c o u ld  l i s t e n  t o  a l l  we 
s a y ? "  im p ly in g  t h a t  women c h a t t e r  on a i m l e s s l y  w h i le  men 
n e v e r  sp e a k  an  i d l e  w ord . We n o te  t h a t  when V i r i t r i l b i a  
i n s p i r e d  t h e i r  sp e e c h  i t  w as D im ble and  D e n n is to n  who had  
t h e  gay  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d u a l  w h i le  t h e  women w a tc h e d  ( 3 9 7 ) .
I v y ,  w i th  h e r  p e a s a n t  s h re w d n e s s , d e c l a r e s ,  "W h a tev e r we 
s a y ,  J a n e ,  a  woman ta k e s  a  l o t  o f  l i v i n g  w i th .  I  d o n ' t  mean 
w h at you c a l l  a  b ad  woman" ( 3 7 4 ) .  A m ore a c c u r a t e  s t a te m e n t  
w ould b e  t h a t  a  p e r s o n  t a k e s  a  l o t  o f  l i v i n g  w i th ,  f o r  we 
a r e  a l l  f a l l e n  c r e a t u r e s ;  Lew is h a s  made no a t te m p t  h e r e  to  
a v o id  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  men a r e  e a s y  t o  l i v e  w i th .
I t  i s  h ig h ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e  fe m a le  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  
T h a t H id eo u s S tr e n g th  a r e  so  o f t e n  lum ped t o g e t h e r ,  w h i le  
t h e  men a r e  l i s t e d  b y  nam e. " I n  t h e  k i t c h e n . . . s a t  D im ble 
and  M acPhee and  D e n n is to n  and  th e  women” (396) . When th e  
p a r t y  r e t u r n s  from  s e e k in g  M e r l in  " t h e  f o u r  women" a r e  found  
a s l e e p ;  Iv y  Maggs i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b y  h a v in g  " h e r  k in d ,  com­
m o n p lace  m outh w ide  o p e n ."  J a n e  i s  awake w ith  t h e  o t h e r  
s e e k e r s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b u t  o n ly  t h a t  sh e  can  b e  v i l i f i e d  by 
M e r l in  f o r  n o t  b e in g  p r e g n a n t .  ( P le a s e  n o te  t h a t  C a m illa  
was k e p t  home b e c a u s e  sh e  w a s. Had J a n e  b e e n  p r e g n a n t  and  
so  c o n f in e d ,  t h e  p a r t y  w ould  h av e  h ad  no s e e r . )  A f t e r  a l l  
t h e  im p o r ta n t  d i s c u s s i o n  w ith  M e r l in  i s  o v e r ,  t h e  D i r e c to r  
s a y s ,  "And w ould  som eone wake th e  women? Ask them  t o  b r in g  
him  up r e f r e s h m e n t s "  ( 3 4 7 ) .  The women i n  L o g re s  a r e  v a l u a ­
b l e  f o r  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  and  f o r  p r o c u r in g  r e f r e s h m e n t s .  They 
a r e  n o t  ev en  im p o r ta n t  enough  t o  b e  c o u n te d  by  Ransom when 
h e  t e l l s  M e r l in  "We a r e  fo u r  m en, som e women, and  a  b e a r "  
( 3 6 1 ) .  ( i t a l i c s  m ine)
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The n o v e ls  a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  p a t r o n i z i n g  i n  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  
to w a rd  t h e  fe m a le  c h a r a c t e r s ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  good b i o g r a p h i c a l  
r e a s o n  f o r  su c h  a  t r e a t m e n t  o f  women. B e tw een  t h e  d e a th  o f  
L e w is ' m o th e r  i n  1908 an d  h i s  m a r r ia g e  t o  J o y  D avidm an i n  
1956 , t h e r e  w ere  no women c e n t r a l  t o  h i s  l i f e  s a v e  M rs. 
M oore. T h a t M rs . M oore c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  im p ro v e d  h i s  o p in io n  
o f  women we know fro m  L e w is ' b i o g r a p h e r s ,  who d e s c r i b e  h e r  
a s  " h i g h l y  p o s s e s s i v e  an d  s e l f i s h — o r  t h o u g h t l e s s — t o  an  
a s t o n i s h i n g  d e g r e e . " 18 She a p p a r e n t l y  s e rv e d  a s  t h e  m odel 
f o r  t h e  p o s s e s s i v e  j e a l o u s y  o f  b o th  t h e  m o th e r  i n  S c re w ta p e  
an d  O ru a l i n  T i l l  We H ave F a c e s . She h a t e d  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  
a b u se d  Lew is f o r  u p s e t t i n g  th e  h o u s e h o ld  b y  g o in g  t o  c h u r c h ,  
an d  c o n t i n u a l l y  i n t e r r u p t e d  h i s  w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  h im  t o  h e lp  
w i th  m ak ing  m arm alad e  o r  h o u s e c l e a n in g .
The young  L ew is w as s c h o o le d  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  sy s te m  o f  
s e g r e g a te d  " p u b l i c "  s c h o o l s — p r i v a t e  s c h o o ls  s e g r e g a te d  from  
women, from  n o n - C a u c a s i a n s ,19 and  fro m  t h e  l e s s  w e a l th y .  The 
arm y was n o t o r i o u s l y  m i s o g y n i s t ,  a lm o s t  a s  much so  a s  was 
O x fo rd — and L ew is w en t fro m  s c h o o l  t o  a rm y , an d  fro m  arm y to  
O x fo rd . H is  s o c i a l  l i f e  c o n s i s t e d  a lm o s t  s o l e l y  i n  v a r io u s  
l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t i e s ;  t h e r e  w e re  no fe m a le  m em bers i n  th e  
M a r t l e t s  S o c i e t y ,  t h e  I c e l a n d i c  S o c i e t y ,  o r  t h e  I n k l i n g s .
In  f a c t ,  when J o h n  W ain l i s t e d  D o ro th y  S a y e r s  a s  a n  I n k l i n g ,  
Lew is v e h e m e n tly  c o r r e c t e d  h im . A lth o u g h  h e  l i k e d  h e r  " f o r  
t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  z e s t  an d  e d g e  o f  h e r  c o n v e r s a t i o n "  h e  
a d d e d , " N e e d le s s  t o  s a y ,  s h e  n e v e r  m et o u r  own c lu b ,  and  
p r o b a b ly  n e v e r  knew o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e . " 20 T h e i r  " c lu b "  was 
w e l l  enough  known t o  b e  m e n tio n e d  i n  a  m y s te r y  n o v e l :  " I t  
m u st b e  T u e sd a y — t h e r e ' s  L ew is g o in g  i n t o  t h e  B i r d . " 21 S in c e  
t h e  d e t e c t i v e  n o v e l  was D. L . S a y e r s '  f o r t e ,  i t  w ould  b e  m o st 
odd i f  s h e  w e re  n o t  a w a re  o f  t h e  I n k l i n g s ;  o b v io u s ly ,  s h e  
was n e v e r  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d .  T h is  i s  m ade m ore e m p h a tic  b y  
W arren  L e w is ' own d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h o s e  m o rn in g s  i n  "T he 
E a g le  an d  C h i l d , "  f o r  h i s  b r o t h e r  h ad  s a i d  "no  sou n d  
d e l i g h t s  me m ore th a n  m a le  l a u g h t e r . " 22 I t  was p r o b a b ly  n o t  
s a i d  w ith  an  e m p h a s is  on m a le , b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  a d j e c ­
t i v e  i s  t h e r e ,  and  t h e  women w e re  n o t .
T h a t a d j e c t i v e  o r  an  e q u i v a l e n t  i s  t h e r e  r a t h e r  f r e ­
q u e n t ly  i n  L e w is ' l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  a s  w e l l .  A lle g o r y  o f  
L o v e  m e n tio n s  t h e  " n e rv o u s  an d  m a s c u l in e "  q u a l i t y  o f  S p en ­
s e r ' s  p r o s e 23 24( " n e r v o u s "  i s  u s e d  i n  t h e  o ld  s e n s e  o f  " s t r o n g ,  
s in e w y " ) .  The S ix te e n th  C e n tu ry  v o lum e i s  f u l l  o f  su c h  
e u l o g i s t i c  u s a g e s  o f  " m a s c u l in e ."  D unbar i s  p r a i s e d  f o r  " a n  
a s s u r e d  v i r i l i t y "  ( 9 8 ) ,  t h e  S c o t t i s h  C h a u c e r ia n s  w ere  "men 
o f  s t r o n g l y  m a s c u l in e  g e n iu s "  ( 9 7 ) ,  S o u th w e l l  i s  commended 
f o r  " t h e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  an d  t h e  m a s c u l in e  p r e c i s i o n  
o f  p h r a s e "  ( 5 4 6 ) ,  D a n ie l  c a n  a c h ie v e  " t h e  sam e m a s c u l in e  and  
u n s t r a i n e d  m a je s ty  w h ich  we f i n d  i n  W o rd w o rth 's  g r e a t e r  s o n ­
n e t s "  ( 5 3 0 ) .  B ut t h i s  l i t e r a r y  h i s t o r y  d o e s  c o n t a i n  some 
g lim m e rin g s  o f  h o p e . L ew is a c t u a l l y  p r a i s e s  a  woman, Anne 
Lady B acon . I n d e e d ,  " i f  q u a l i t y  w i th o u t  b u lk  w ere  e n o u g h , 
Lady Bacon m ig h t b e  p u t  f o rw a rd  a s  t h e  b e s t  o f  a l l  s i x ­
t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  t r a n s l a t o r s "  (3 0 7 ) .  And, w h a t i s  m ore im p o r­
t a n t ,  Lew is h a s  b e g u n  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  women:
18 R oger L a n ce ly n  G reen and W a lter  H ooper, C. S . L e w is :  A 
B io g ra p h y  (London: C o l l i n s ,  1 9 7 4 ) , p .  6 6 . W. H. L ew is i n  h i s  
memoir o f  h i s  b r o th e r  sp ea k s o f  " th e  a u to c r a c y  o f  M rs. Moore 
-an a u to c r a c y  t h a t  d e v e lo p e d  i n t o  s t i f l i n g  tyranny"  (L et­
t e r s ,  p p . 2 1 - 2 2 ) .  S ee C lyd e S . K ilb y  and D ou g las G i lb e r ,  C. 
S . L e w is :  Im ages o f  H is W orld  (Grand R a p id s , M ich .:  W illia m  
B . Eerdmans P u b lis h in g  Company, 1 9 7 3 ) , p . 1 1 , w h ich  g iv e s  an  
e x c e r p t  from L ew is' d ia r y  in  March 192 4 . "During t h i s  tim e  
i t  was u n fo r tu n a te  t h a t  my f i r s t  s p r in g  f lo o d  o f  Dymer 
sh o u ld  c o in c id e  w ith  a b u r s t  o f  m arm alade-m aking and s p r in g -  
c le a n in g  on M rs. M oore's p a r t ,  w h ich  l e d  w ith o u t  in t e r m is ­
s io n  i n t o  p a c k in g . I  managed t o  g e t  through  a good d e a l  o f  
w r it in g  in  th e  i n t e r v a l s  o f  jo b b in g  in  th e  k i tc h e n  and d o in g  
m e ss a g e s . . . . "
19 The same s u b t le  p r e ju d ic e  u n d e r l ie s  th e  i m p l i c i t  ra c ism  
o f  th e  w h ite -s k in n e d  N arn ian s and th e  dark C a lorm en es, fo r  
exam p le , o r  Ransom 's fe a r  when h e c o n fr o n ts  th e  h r o s s a ,  
where i t  i s  tw ic e  em p h asized  t h a t  th e  b e a s t  was b l a c k .
20 C. S .  L e w is , " L e t te r s  t o  th e  E d ito r ,"  E n c o u n te r ,  20 
( J a n . , 1963) , p .  8 1 .
21
L e t t e r s ,  p . 1 4 . The d e t e c t iv e  n o v e l was Edward C u sp in , 
p s e u d .,  Swan Song  (G o lla n c e , 1947) a c c o r d in g  t o  CSL: The 
B u l l e t i n  o f  th e  New York  C. S . L e w is  S o c i e t y .
22 L e t t e r s , p . 1 4 .
23 . c
C. S . L e w is , The A l le g o r y  o f  L ove  (O xford: O xford  U n i­
v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 6 ) , p . 31 9 .
24 C. S . L e w is , E n g lish  L i t e r a t u r e  i n  th e  S ix te e n th  C e n tu ry
E x c lu d in g  Drama (O xford: The C laren d on  P r e s s ,  1 9 4 4 ) , p .  9 8 .
"T he r e a l  e x c e l l e n c e  o f  D e lo n e y  i s  i n  h i s  d i a l o g u e ;  h e  h a s  a  
p e c u l i a r  t a l e n t  f o r  r e p r o d u c in g  t h e  c h a t t e r  o f  s i l l y  women" 
( 4 2 9 ) .  T h is  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e c a u s e  h e r e ,  i n  1 9 5 3 , h e  f e e l s  
t h e  n e e d  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e e n  t h e  c h a t t e r  o f  s i l l y  women 
an d  t h e  s p e e c h  o f  a n  i n t e l l i g e n t  woman. I p e r s o n a l l y  f e e l  
t h a t  a  few  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  h e  m ig h t h a v e  w r i t t e n  " t h e  s i l l y  
c h a t t e r  o f  w om en." I t  may b e  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  h e  h ad  
a l r e a d y  m et a n d  w o rk ed  w i th  J o y  D avidm an; i n  h i s  p r e f a c e  h e  
th a n k s  h e r  f o r  h e r  h e l p  w i th  t h e  p r o o f s  ( v i ) .
We know fro m  L e w is ' own w ords i n  A G r ie f  O b se rv e d  w h a t 
s h e  th o u g h t  o f  h i s  h a b i t u a l  u s e  o f  " m a s c u l in e "  a s  a  te rm  o f  
p r a i s e — ev en  when a p p l i e d  t o  h e r :
What w as H. Joy  n o t  t o  me? She was my d a u g h ter  
and my m o th er , my p u p i l  and my t e a c h e r ,  my su b ­
j e c t  and my s o v e r e ig n ;  and a lw a y s , h o ld in g  a l l  
t h e s e  i n  s o l u t i o n ,  my t r u s t y  com rade, f r i e n d ,  
sh ip m a te , f e l l o w - s o l d i e r .  My m is t r e s s ;  b u t  a t  
th e  same t im e  a l l  t h a t  any man f r ie n d  (and I 
have had good  o n e s)  h a s  e v e r  b een  t o  me. Maybe 
m o r e . . . .  T h a t 's  w hat I  m eant when I  o n ce  p r a is e d  
h e r  f o r  h er  'm a sc u lin e  v i r t u e s ' .  But sh e  so o n  
p u t  a s to p  t o  t h a t  by a sk in g  how I ' d  l i k e  t o  be  
p r a is e d  f o r  my fe m in in e  o n e s . 25
A n o th e r  s i g n  o f  a  c h a n g in g  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  women a p p e a r s  i n  
T he S i l v e r  C h a ir :
Scrubb w as q u i t e  r i g h t  i n  s a y in g  t h a t  J i l l  ( I  
d o n ' t  know a b ou t g i r l s  i n  g e n e r a l)  d i d n ' t  th in k  
much a b o u t p o in t s  o f  th e  com p ass. O th e rw ise  sh e  
w ou ld  have known, when th e  su n  b egan  g e t t i n g  in  
h er  e y e s ,  t h a t  sh e  was t r a v e l l i n g  p r e t t y  n e a r ly  
due w e s t . 26
The p a r e n t h e s i s  i s  n o t  t y p i c a l  o f  L e w is ' p r e v io u s  w o rk ; i t  
i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i t  w as i n f lu e n c e d  b y  J o y .  F o r  i n  
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  c h o ic e  o f  t h e  t i t l e  L ew is m e n tio n e d  t h a t  "my 
b r o t h e r  an d  t h e  A m erican  w r i t e r  J o y  D avidm an (who h a s  b e e n  
s t a y i n g  w i th  u s  an d  i s  a  g r e a t  r e a d e r  o f  f a n t a s y  an d  c h i l d ­
r e n ' s  b o o k s )  b o th  s a y  t h a t  T h e W ild  W a ste L a n d s  i s  a  s p l e n ­
d id  t i t l e . . . . " 27 I f  J o y  was in v o lv e d  i n  t h e  c h o ic e  o f  t h e  
t i t l e  s h e  m u st h a v e  r e a d  t h e  m a n u s c r ip t .
I t  i s  a  m o st s a t i s f y i n g  e x am p le  o f  p o e t i c  j u s t i c e  t h a t  
L e w is ' w o r ld  s h o u ld  f i n a l l y  h a v e  b e e n  o v e r tu r n e d  b y  a  woman 
— an d  an  A m erican  woman, a  J e w e s s ,  an d  a  d i v o r c e e .  (L ew is 
had  e a r l y  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  s c o r n  f o r  t h e  E n g l i s h  s c h o o l  b y  s a y ­
in g ,  "Women, I n d ia n s  an d  A m erican s  p r e d o m in a te  a n d — I  c a n ' t  
s a y  how— o n e f e e l s  a  c e r t a i n  a m a te u r i s h n e s s  i n  t a l k  an d  t h e  
lo o k  o f  t h e  p e o p l e . " ) 28
From T i l l  We H ave F a ces  w i th  i t s  m a g n i f i c e n t  p r o t r a y a l  o f  
O ru a l  ( t h e  book  was d e d i c a t e d  t o  J o y ,  an d  L e w is ' b io g r a p h e r s  
s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  Q ueen i s  d raw n  fro m  Jo y )  
an d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  fro m  T he F o u r L o v e s  ( J o y  h e l d  t h e  c o p y ­
r i g h t )  we c a n  s e e  how m a r r ia g e  t o  t h i s  f a s c i n a t i n g  and  b r i l ­
l i a n t  p e r s o n  c o m p le te d  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  h i s  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  
women.
The c o n t r a s t  b e tw e e n  T h a t H id e o u s S tr e n g th  an d  T i l l  We 
H ave F a ces  i l l u s t r a t e s  how much L ew is h a s  c h a n g e d . T he m o st 
o b v io u s  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  b o o k s  i s  t h a t  T i l l  We H ave 
F a ces  i s  t o l d  b y  O ru a l h e r s e l f .  L ew is h a s  becom e c a p a b le  o f  
e n t e r i n g  i n t o  a  w om an 's m in d . Though b o th  women h a v e  v i s ­
i o n s ,  O ru a l  i s  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  fro m  J a n e  S tu d d o c k ; h e r  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  d o e s  n o t  l i e  i n  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  o r  i n  w i f e l y  
o b e d ie n c e ,  b u t  i n  h e r  c o m p la in t  a g a i n s t  t h e  g o d s .  O ru a l  was 
a  s c h o l a r ,  b y  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  G lom e, b u t  s h e  i s  n e v e r  r i d i ­
c u le d  f o r  h e r  G reek  a s  J a n e  i s  r i d i c u l e d  by  t h e  a u th o r  f o r  
h e r  a t t e m p t  a t  s tu d y in g  D onne. J a n e  i s  a  s e e r  who i s  u se d  
by  L o g re s ,  b u t  who t a k e s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  i n  t h e  b a t t l e .
25 C. S .  L e w is , A G r ie f  O b se rv e d  (New York: The Seabury  
P r e s s ,  1973) , p . 39 .
26 C .S .  L e w is , The S i l v e r  C h a ir  (New York: M acm illan ,
1 9 5 3 ) , p .  23 .
27  •B io g r a p h y , p .  2 4 5 . U n fo r tu n a te ly , th e  m a n u sc r ip t h as  
d isa p p e a r e d , p r o b a b ly  f i l e d  by L ew is under "W .P.B." I t  
w ould  b e  h e lp f u l  t o  know i f  th e  p a r e n t h e s is  i s  a l a t e r  a d d i­
t i o n ,  p u t  in  a f t e r  J o y  r e a d  th e  m a n u sc r ip t.
28 L e t t e r s , p .  8 1 . S ee  a l s o  an u n p u b lish e d  l e t t e r  t o  
A rthur G reeves (4 F eb ru ary  1 9 3 3 , #0543 in  th e  Wade C o l le c ­
t io n  a t  Wheaton C o lle g e )  w h ich  s a y s  o f  a g i r l  who was work­
in g  under him on G eorge M acdonald, "The g i r l  i s ,  u n fo r tu n ­
a t e l y ,  q u i t e  unw orthy o f  h er  s u b j e c t ;  a p a r t  from e v e r y th in g  
e l s e ,  sh e  i s  an A m erican ."
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O ru a l i s  a  w a r r io r  who f i r s t  w ins t h e  lo v e  o f  h e r  p e o p le  by 
s i n g l e  com bat and r e t a i n s  i t  by  l e a d in g  h e r  t r o o p s  i n t o  b a t ­
t l e  u n t i l  sh e  h a s  won th e  p e a c e .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  o n ly  m ale  
c h a u v in ism  in  t h e  book i s  p u t  i n t o  th e  m outh o f  t h e  co w ard ly  
k in g  an d  t h e  b a r b a r i c  mob. I t  i s  King Trom who v a lu e s  a  
woman l e s s  th a n  a  man. When P s y c h e 's  s a c r i f i c e  i s  r e q u i r e d  
by  th e  p r i e s t ,  h e  r e s p o n d s ,  "W h a t's  one g i r l —why, w hat 
w ould one man b e — a g a i n s t  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  u s  a l l ? " 29 I t  i s  t h e  
mob who i n s u l t  th e  k in g  b y  a s k in g  f o r  h i s  s o n s ,  s c re a m in g , 
" B a rre n  k in g  makes b a r r e n  l a n d , "  even  th o u g h  th e  k in g  h a s  
t h r e e  c h i l d r e n .  D a u g h te rs  do n o t  c o u n t .  The s c e n e  i s  r e m --  
i n i s c e n t  o f  King H enry V I I I  p u t t i n g  Anne B o leyn  t o  d e a th  
b e c a u s e  sh e  b o re  no s o n s ,  n o t  know ing t h a t  P r in c e s s  E l i z a ­
b e th  w ould h av e  one o f  t h e  m ost i l l u s t r i o u s  r e i g n s  i n  Eng­
l a n d 's  h i s t o r y .  Even so  t h e  k in g  and p e o p le  d i s c o u n t  th e  
P r in c e s s  O ru a l .  The i r o n y  a p p e a rs  i n  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  h e r  
r e ig n  g iv e n  by th e  p r i e s t  Arnom a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  vo lum e: 
"Q ueen O ru a l o f  G lo m e ...w a s  t h e  m o st w is e ,  j u s t ,  v a l i a n t ,  
f o r t u n a t e  and  m e r c i f u l  o f  a l l  t h e  p r i n c e s  known i n  o u r  p a r t  
o f  t h e  w o r ld "  ( 3 2 0 ) .  J a n e  S tu d d o ck  was p r e t t y ,  f o o l i s h ,  and 
s tu b b o r n ,  f i n a l l y  l e a r n in g  to  b e  su b m is s iv e  t o  t h e  u n a p p e a l ­
in g  M ark; O ru a l was w is e ,  v a l i a n t ,  and m e r c i f u l ,  l e a r n in g  
o b e d ie n c e  to  God H im s e lf .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  im a g in e  a  
g r e a t e r  c o n t r a s t .
T i l l  We H ave F a ces  p ro v e s  t h a t  Lew is h a s  f i n a l l y  come to  
s e e  t h a t  women a r e  f u l l y  hum an, r a t h e r  th a n  some s e p a r a te  
and i n f e r i o r  s p e c i e s .  The F our L o v e s  i s  w r i t t e n  from  a  new 
u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e tw een  men and women.
In  h i s  c h a p te r  on " F r ie n d s h ip "  Lew is e x p la in s  t h a t  i n  m ost 
s o c i e t i e s  men and  women h av e  f r i e n d s  o n ly  o f  t h e i r  own se x , 
b e c a u s e  t h e  work and e d u c a t io n  o f  t h e  two s e x e s  a r e  so  d i f ­
f e r e n t  t h a t  th e y  hav e  " n o th in g  t o  b e  F r ie n d s  a b o u t .  B ut we 
can  e a s i l y  s e e  t h a t  i t  i s  t h i s  l a c k ,  r a t h e r  th a n  a n y th in g  i n  
t h e i r  n a t u r e s ,  w hich  e x c lu d e d  F r ie n d s h ip ;  f o r  w here  th e y  can  
be  com panions th e y  can  a l s o  becom e F r i e n d s .  H ence i n  a  p r o ­
f e s s i o n  ( l i k e  my own) w here  men an d  women work s i d e  b y  s i d e  
. . . s u c h  F r ie n d s h ip  i s  com m on."30 I s  t h i s  t h e  same L ew is who 
s o  g l e e f u l l y  v o te d  f o r  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  "wimmen" a t  
O xfo rd?
In  t h e  e s s a y  " E q u a l i ty "  c i t e d  e a r l i e r ,  we n o te d  t h a t  
Lew is b e l i e v e d  i n e q u a l i t y  t o  b e  an  e r o t i c  n e c e s s i t y .  He 
w en t on to  sa y  t h a t  "The e r r o r . . . h a s  b e e n  t o  a s s i m i l a t e  a l l  
fo rm s o f  a f f e c t i o n  t o  t h a t  s p e c i a l  form  we c a l l  f r i e n d s h i p .  
I t  in d e e d  do es im p ly  e q u a l i t y . "  The p r im a ry  ch an g e  in  
L e w is ' u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  m a r r ia g e  came when he  d i s c o v e re d  
t h a t  a  w ife  c o u ld  b e  f r i e n d  a s  w e l l  a s  l o v e r .  We saw t h a t  
i n  A G r ie f O b served  h e  a d m it te d  t h a t  J o y  was h i s  l o v e r  " b u t  
a t  t h e  same tim e  a l l  t h a t  any  man f r i e n d . . . h a s  e v e r  b e e n  to  
m e ."
T h is  F r ie n d s h ip  was a  v e ry  s t r o n g  e le m e n t i n  h i s  own 
m a r r ia g e ;  Jo y  was h i s  f r i e n d  lo n g  b e f o r e  sh e  becam e h i s  
w if e .  When Lew is knew a b o u t m a r r ia g e  b y  e x p e r ie n c e  h e  no 
lo n g e r  sp o k e  o f  woman a s  m e re ly  c h i l d - b e a r e r  b u t  r a t h e r  o f  
t h e  w ife  a s  f r i e n d  a n d  l o v e r :
Suppose you are  fo r tu n a te  enough to  have " fa l l e n  
in  lo v e  w ith "  and m arried  your F r ie n d . And now 
suppose i t  p o s s ib le  t h a t  you were o f fe r e d  the  
c h o ic e  o f  two fu tu r e s :  " E ith e r  you two w i l l  c e a se  
to  be lo v e r s  b u t rem ain fo r e v e r  j o i n t  s e e k e r s  o f  
th e  same God, th e  same b e a u ty , th e  same t r u th ,  o r  
e l s e ,  lo s in g  a l l  t h a t ,  you w i l l  r e t a in  as lo n g  as 
you l i v e  th e  r a p tu r e s  and a r d o u r s , a l l  th e  wonder 
and th e  w ild  d e s ir e  o f  E r o s . Choose w hich  you  
p le a s e ."  Which w ould we choose?  Which c h o ic e  
sh o u ld  we n o t  r e g r e t  a f t e r  we had made i t ?  (9 9 -  
1 0 0 )
Lew is a l s o  n e a r l y  r e v e r s e d  h i s  s t a n d  on t h e  " h e a d s h ip "  o f  
th e  h u sb a n d . J a n e  was fo rc e d  t o  su b m it u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y  to  
a  r e p u l s i v e  man. I n  T he F our L o v e s  Lew is t a l k s  o f  s u r r e n ­
d e r  i n  " th e  a c t  o f  V enus" a s  a  game:
29C .S .  L ew is, T i l l  We Have F aces  (London: G e o ffr e y  B le s ,  
1 9 5 6 ) , p .  6 9 . Some r e a d e r s  a l s o  p e r c e iv e  B a r d ia 's  comment, 
" f t ' s  a p i t y  ab ou t h er  face"  a s  c h a u v in i s t i c .  He w ould n o t  
have s a id  t h a t  about a man. I t  a l s o  le a v e s  open th e  p o s s i ­
b i l i t y  th a t  O rual became a g r e a t  r u le r  o n ly  b eca u se  h er  
u g l in e s s  p r ev en ted  m arriage and c h i ld -b e a r in g .  E l iz a b e th  I 
co u ld  a g a in  be u sed  as a co u n te r-e x a m p le— a b e a u t i f u l  woman 
who c h o se  to  be "Prince" r a th e r  than  a w i f e .
30C .S .  L e w is , The Four L o ves  (New York: H arcou rt B race  
J o v a n o v ich , 1 9 6 0 ), p p . 1 0 5 -0 6 .
A woman who a c c e p te d  a s  l i t e r a l l y  h er  own t h i s  
extrem e s e l f - s u r r e n d e r  would b e  an i d o l a t r e s s  
o f f e r in g  t o  a man what b e lo n g s  o n ly  t o  God. And 
a man w ould have t o  b e  th e  coxcomb o f  a l l  co x ­
com bs, and in d eed  a  b la sp h em er , i f  he a r r o g a te d  
t o  h im s e l f ,  a s  th e  mere p erso n  h e  i s ,  th e  s o r t  
o f  s o v e r e ig n ty  t o  w hich  Venus fo r  a  moment 
e x a l t s  h im . But w hat ca n n o t la w f u l ly  b e  y ie ld e d  
o r  c la im ed  can b e  la w f u l ly  e n a c te d . O u ts id e  
t h i s  r i t u a l  o r  drama he and sh e  a re  two im m ortal 
s o u l s ,  two fr e e b o r n  a d u l t s ,  two c i t i z e n s .  (148)
Y et t h i s  i d o l a t r y  i s  a p p a r e n t ly  w h at h ad  b e e n  dem anded o f  
J a n e  S tu d d o c k . B e cau se  s h e  w as n o t  f r i e n d  a s  w e l l  a s  l o v e r ,  
sh e  h ad  no s p h e re  i n  w h ich  s h e  c o u ld  b e  e q u a l  w ith  h e r  h u s ­
b a n d .
L ew is c o m p la in s  t h a t  " C h r i s t i a n  w r i t e r s  ( n o t a b ly  M ilto n )  
h a v e  so m etim es sp o k e n  o f  t h e  h u s b a n d 's  h e a d s h ip  w i th  a  com­
p la c e n c y  t o  make t h e  b lo o d  r u n  c o ld "  (1 4 8 ) .  (A p p a re n t ly  
Lew is i s  q u i t e  un aw are  t h a t  h e  h i m s e l f  i s  one o f  t h o s e  w r i t ­
e r s . )  He th e n  g o e s  b a c k  t o  t h e  B ib l e ,  e m p h a s iz in g  t h a t  
E p h e s ia n s  5 :2 5  sp e a k s  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  h u sb a n d  and  w if e  a s  
p a r a l l e l  to  C h r i s t ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  c h u r c h .  "T h is  
h e a d s h ip ,  th e n ,  i s  m o st f u l l y  em bodied  n o t  i n  t h e  h u sb a n d  we 
sh o u ld  a l l  w ish  t o  b e  b u t  i n  h im  w hose m a r r ia g e  i s  m o st l i k e  
a  c r u c i f i x i o n . . . "  ( 1 4 8 ) .  The te rm  " h e a d s h ip "  h a s  n o t  
ch a n g e d , b u t  i t s  m ean ing  h a s  o b v io u s ly  c h an g ed  f o r  L e w is . 
H ere  h e  h a s  swung o v e r  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  b ecom ing  a lm o s t  
m a s o c h i s t i c  i n  h i s  v ie w  o f  h e a d s h i p .31
B ut m ore im p o r ta n t  i s  t h a t  L e w is , f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e ,  i s  
w r i t i n g  a b o u t lo v e  know ing w hat h e  i s  w r i t i n g  a b o u t .  He 
ev en  p o k e s  a  b i t  o f  f u n  a t  th o s e  p a t r i s t i c  w r i t e r s  who 
a t te m p t  to  w r i t e  a b o u t E ro s :  " I  c a n n o t  h e lp  rem em b erin g  t h a t  
th e y  w ere  a l l  c e l i b a t e s  an d  p r o b a b ly  d id  n o t  know w h at E ro s  
d o es  t o  o u r  s e x u a l i t y . . . "  ( 1 3 8 ) .  L ew is a l l i e s  h i m s e l f  
s t r o n g l y  w ith  t h e  m a r r ie d  m en, t h e  men who do  k n o w .32
Though Lew is r e t a i n e d  t h e  v o c a b u la r y  o f  h i e r a r c h y ,  i t  i s  
a p p a r e n t  t h a t  h i s  own m a r r ia g e  d id  n o t  f o l lo w  t h e  dom ina­
t i o n /  s u b m is s io n  p a t t e r n .  T h e re  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  l e t ­
t e r s ,  t h e  b io g r a p h y ,  o r  i n  A G r ie f  O b served  t h a t  h e  b e l i e v e d  
J o y  to  b e  h i s  n a t u r a l  i n f e r i o r ,  h i e r a r c h i c a l  o r  o th e r w i s e .  
In d e e d , R oger L a n c e ly n  G reen  c a l l s  J o y  " a  w i f e  who a s  f r i e n d  
was a b l e  and  e a g e r  t o  m ee t h im  an d  any  f r i e n d  o f  h i s  on 
e q u a l te rm s  a s  i f  sh e  to o  w ere  an  I n k l i n g . . . "  ( i t a l i c s  
m in e ) . When G reen  v i s i t e d  Lew is i n  1958 and  1959 h e  
o b se rv e d  o f  " t h e  s h e e r  h a p p in e s s  and  c o n te n tm e n t"  t h a t  Lew is 
was f i n d in g  w ith  Jo y : " t h e  s o l i c i t u d e  f o r  h i s  w i f e ,  t h e  s im ­
p l e  d e l i g h t  i n  h e r  com pany, t h e  a rg u m e n t, b a d in a g e ,  and 
r o l l i c k i n g  fu n  t h a t  b e to k e n e d  t h e  p e r f e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p . " 33 
Though L ew is a p p a r e n t ly  n e v e r  i n te n d e d  a  d o u b le  e n te n d r e  i n  
t h e  t i t l e  o f  h i s  a u to b io g r a p h y ,  S u r p r is e d  b y  J o y , G reen  
d e c l a r e s :
He had in d eed  b een  s u r p r is e d  b y  J o y — s u r p r is e d  
i n t o  an a b s o lu te  lo v e  and a co m p lete  m a rr ia g e , 
th e  overw helm ing f u l f i lm e n t  o f  an in t e n s e  n a tu re  
lo n g  u n s a t i s f i e d ,  a trem endous c a p a c ity  f o r  lo v e  
lo n g  c h a n n e lle d  i n t o  s tr o n g  f r ie n d s h ip  and 
immense l i t e r a r y  c r e a t iv e n e s s . 34
One c a n  o n ly  w ish  t h a t  L ew is h a d  fo u n d  J o y  Davidm an e a r l i e r  
—b o th  f o r  h i s  own h a p p in e s s  and  a l s o  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i t  
w ould  h a v e  made i n  h i s  w ork .
31 For an e a r l i e r  s ta te m e n t  on h e a d sh ip , s e e  th e  1940 
a r t i c l e  " C h r is t ia n ity  and L it e r a t u r e ,"  in  C h r is t ia n  R e f le c ­
t i o n s ,  p p . 4 - 5 .  Here woman i s  to  man a s  man i s  t o  God—  
w hich  le a v e s  th e  im p l ic a t io n  t h a t  man i s  t o  woman a s  God i s  
to  man,
32 S ee  C orbin S c o t t  C a r n e l l ,  "Eros a s  a Means o f  G race,"  
i n  Im a g in a tio n  and th e  S p i r i t ,  e d . C h a r les H u tta r  (Grand 
R a p id s, M ichigan: W illia m s B. Eerdmans, 1971) w hich  d i s c u s ­
s e s  L ew is' v iew s o f  m a rr ia g e .
33 B io g ra p h y , p .  270 .
34B io g ra p h y , p .  2 7 7 . Warren L ew is gave a s im i la r  d e s ­
c r ip t io n  o f  J o y ' s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e q u a l i t y .  "Joy was th e  o n ly  
woman whom h e  had m et (a lth o u g h  a s  h i s  l e t t e r s  show he had 
known w ith  g r e a t  a f f e c t i o n  many a b le  women) who had a b r a in  
w hich m atched h i s  own in  su p p le n e s s , in  w id th  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  
in  a n a ly t i c a l  g r a s p , and above a l l  in  humour and s e n s e  o f  
fu n . F u r th e r , sh e  sh ared  h i s  d e l i g h t  in  argum ent fo r  argu­
m e n t's  sa k e , w heth er f r iv o lo u s  o r  s e r io u s ,  a lw ays g o o d -  
humoured y e t  a lw ays m eetin g  him t r i c k  fo r  t r i c k  a s  he  
changed ground" ( L e t t e r s ,  p .  2 3 ) .
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